
Kohl: a Journal for Body and Gender Research 

      Vol. 7, No. 1 (Summer 2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teta’s Ghosts  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Debarati Sarkar 
 

  



Teta’s Ghosts 

7 The relationship between design and craft is as intimate as the writings of the philosophers who have 

contributed to this Kohl issue. My inspiration for the cover meandered from imitating riso printing to tatreez 

embroidery. The thread of manual work, feminised work, marginalised art practice, politicised art practice, 

guerrilla intervention ran through the back of my hand while designing this cover. This cover illustration, the 

final iteration of it illuminated by the 27 versions that came before, is, to me, an image of collaborative art. 

The colours grey-blue and champagne as described by Ghiwa wash over the illustration. Ghiwa associated 

champagne with sand throughout our correspondence, and rightly so, the tatreez came from the sand carried 

by the women of Palestine from one era to another, from one revolution to the next. The cyborgian network 

that strengthens the movement against fascism, settler-colonialism, capitalism and neoliberalism, overlaps 

and connects with each other like the mesh of embroideries, over sand through water and the vast sky. Ghiwa 

suggested I include ghostly patterns and absences to bring out the opacity of counter-archive. Haunting and 

hollowness engulf this issue, the collaborative writing circle, and the crafting/making of it, in the middle of a 

pandemic. I don’t know who the mysterious Team Members are (yet) with whom I collaborated through 

Zuhour and Ghiwa and who collaborated with me to bring to life this final version that you see before yourself. 

The cover in itself is counter-archival evidence of the process that went before and the ones that are yet to 

come. 
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Re-discovered punch needle. Home, 2021 
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Ungodly emblems I, 2021 
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“I will display myself. This is my haunting. The more you exclude, the more I will haunt your collection by 

existing outside your little paraphernalia,” 2021. Threads on cotton. 9.5"/9.5". Made for Vanessa Marr’s 

ongoing project Domestic Dusters. 

https://marrvanessa.wordpress.com/ma-project-description/

